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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the International application 
Certain observations on the International appllcatten 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

if a demand for intemational preliminary examination Is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
litten opin^^^^ International Preliminary Examining Authority (J EA'^ H<^«^er this does no^^^^ 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen 'PEA has i^ottfed ^ 
Intemati^^^^^ Bureau under Rule 66.1b/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not t>e so considered. 

If this ODinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the appHcant is Invited to 
LbmiUo thT P^rwritten reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the ^^P^;^^^^" <^^J^^.^. 
Shs h-om the^^^ of mailing of Fonn PCT/ISA;220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISAfi20. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISAfi20. 
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Box No, I Basis o1 the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application In 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table{s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andybr table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished, 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial appricabliity; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2,4-6.8,9 

No: Claims 1,3,7 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-9 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain detects In the international application ^ 

The following defects In the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application ] 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP 0 524 691 A (PEG PEREGO PINES S.P.A) 27 January 1993 (1993-01-27) 

D2 : EP 0 508 967 A (MORBIDELLI S.P.A) 14 October 1992 (1992-10-14) 

D3 : DE 1 0 49 71 4 B (GETRAG GETRIEBE UND ZAHNRADFABRIK GMBH) 29 

January 1959 (1959-01-29) 
D4 : EP 0 367 853 A (HONEYWELL INC) 1 6 May 1 990 (1 990-05-1 6) 
D5 : FR 2367227 KUBOTA LTD 05-05-1 978 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A gear-clutch assembly organized about an axis and comprising, 
a gear (17) having grooves that open inwardly toward the axis and extend axially; 
a hub (19) located within the gear (17,18) where it is capable of rotating within the gear, 
the hub having grooves that open outwardly away from the axis and extend 
axially; 

keys (33,34) located within the grooves.of the hub and being capable of moving radially 
toward and away from the axis, the arrangement being such that when the keys are 
permitted to move away from the axis, at least one will enter one of the grooves (39,40) in 
the gear to couple the gear and hub so that they will turn in unison; and 
an actuator (25,26) for effecting radial displacement of the keys 

2.2 Moreover, document D2 also shows all the features of claim 1 (see the whole 
document). 

3 INDEPENDENT METHOD CLAIM 7 

3.1 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 

corresponding independent claim 7, which therefore is also considered not new. 
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4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-6. 8, 9 

Dependent claim 2-6. 8, 9 do not seem to contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT), see documents D1-D5 and the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 



Re Item VII. 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D2 Is not mentioned in the description, nor are these 
documents identified therein. 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Re Item VIII. 

1. The term "evenly divisible" used in claim 2 is vague and unclear and leaves the reader 
in doubt as to the meaning of the technical features to which it refers, thereby rendering 
the definition of the subject-matter of said claim unclear. Article 6 PCT. 
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